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TAX EXEMPTION TICKETS USED IN FRANCE 


by Jerry Bates 


Recently, while cleaning out sane old 
fllos, I discoverod a partially-used 
coupon booklet that I had acquired some 
time ago. It is three inches wide by 
?Ht and one-eighth inches long, and the 
cover is thin brown cardboard printed in 
black ink. This cover reads as follows* 


■ FOR USE IN FRANCE ONLY 

a No. 02li,81j0 Enlisted Men 

■1* Coupons in this book are good for a 
limited exemption frets French Luxury Tax. 
Exemption applicable only to purchases 
for personal use or exportation by offi¬ 
cers or men in uniform, not to exceed 
972 Francs for officers, and 208 Francs 
for enlisted men every four months. A 
new book can be issued in exchange for 
covars of used books. 

■2. Coupons not valid unless all blanks 
on inside cover of this book are filled 
in as indicated. 

“3* These coupons are non-transferable. 

The good faith of the American E.F. is 
thereto pledged. Improper use in ary 
way will be made a matter of discipli¬ 
nary action. 

■I 4 . Book is to be turned in to nearest 
Provost Marshal when coupons are exhau¬ 
sted or holder - is about to leave France** 

The inside of the front cover reads* 


1 .~ 

1 .# coujhvi .loll Air* datt *i 
»tgn4 en ptv^.ice du \endear. 

EXEMPTION 

2 

Fra.-n- 

Dc Tax* 



l.f coupon doll #rre dm* »t 
.. nt en pr*«enre <iu tcu.leur. 

EXEMPTION 

2 

Franc 

D* Tax* 

A7 Ha..........Dal* . 

1* coupon doll *lre dot* cl 
•urn* en prCkcn.c du tendeur. 

EXEMPTION 

2 

Franc 

Da Tax* 



Le coupon doll .ire rim* et 
•t|tn* »n prfxen.-e .!» vendc.ir. 
EXEMPTION 

2 

Franc 

Do Tax# 



Ip coupon dolt »trc date et 
aijrn* en |.r*»cn< , e >lu vonJeur. 

EXEMPTION 

2 

Franc 

DcTax* 

Av So.Dal.. 

La coupon dolt ftre dot* et 
Men* an pra—nre du vendeur. 
EXEMPTION 

Slgrvauu. . 

Aj he. .I'.ia.. 

2 

Franc 

D. Tax. 


" Instructions for Use 

"1. These coupons may be given in satis¬ 
faction of payment of the luxury tax, 
at the time of purchase of articles. 

Each coupon gives exemption for the svan 
printed thereon. Bo careful that the 
• amount of the tax charged does not ex¬ 
ceed 10 per cent of the total purchase. 

■2 .Each coupon must be signed, dated, 
and detached from the book in the pre¬ 
sence of the civilian payee. 


■3»The person to whom the book is issued 
must fill in the following data on 
Issue* 

- Signature .. ... 

Rank and Organization iSt 
Idontity Card or Airy Serial Msnber .... 
Date of Issue ." 

The coupons were issuod in two values. 
One and Two Francs. They ccne six to a 
page, each page having a mall sub a- 
(concluded on page It.) 
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ADDENDA TO 

P.S. STATE ISSUED SALES TAI TOKENS 

by Jerry F. Schimmel 

For future issues of the ATTSJtows- 
latter I hope to maintain a regular col¬ 
umn on changoo, discoveries, prices, eto* 
on the society booklet. Here is the 
first of what may become a series* 

AL-3 Price change. Should now read 
, .10 
(Still very oocmon in airs but 
getting scarcer in uno) 

AZ-li Price change. *2$ *65 

A2-6 ■ ■ .25 .65 

(Plenty of evidence exists that 
there is a hoard of these around. 

1 just purchased a rrcmbar of 
then. Pries may drop.) 

1M-3 The photo fbr "Type HI" is upside 
down. 
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On the first page of the Oklahoma series, 
the top and bottom photos ware acciden¬ 
tally transposed. The photo at the top 
should be at the bottom, and the bottom 
at the top* Otherwise the printed des¬ 
criptions are correct and should remain 
where they are* The center photo is in 
the correct place. 


OK-7 Increasingly rare 


1**00 1**00 


0K«£ One ATTS me m bers has a roll of 

these, unc* 2*50 2*50 

01-15 Hoard of 30 found, still 2.50 

UT-1 Byron Johnson reports a "no stars" 
type as in UT-2a. 

UT-1* Price change. *20 *J|0 

(the Utah One Mill plastics are 
scarcer than either of the UT-2 
and UT-3 aluminum tokens, which 
latter are extremely common in 
any condition, and are among the 
most ccanon of the whole stats 
series* The Utah plastics seam 
to be the least canon of all tbs 
plaatlo STT's.) 


If any other members have consents about 
any pert of tbs catalogue, send along to 
ms and I will put them into one article 
with any othersa J* Sohimnal, FOB 1*0888, 
San Franoisoo, CA 9l*ll*0. 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 

Thit month stem ATTS fourth ye»r in business. First among the list of things 
to say is thanks to Ernie Alivaler for the rough job of editing this newsletter, 
typesetting It, donating he paper and mailing it. Syd Joseph has really helped 
yy donating about 95% of all the photographs you see in the newsletters 
pages. Ernie and Syd contributed materially to the booklet, U.S. STATE-ISSUEO 
SALES TAX TOKENS, which you all should have received by now. Most of the 
photos were Syd's and the complete job of publishing the booklet was Ernie s. 
In fact if you notice that there have been fewer newsletters this year, you can 
consider the the booklet look the place of scvral issues. Ernie has also been 
tied up with much personal business (making a living!). 

Speaking of the booklet it is my earnest hope that it will help collectors to 
clarify their collecting of the stale issues and to know what they have and 
what they may be missing. In an otherwise beautiful job of publishing there 
is one error that might cause some confusion — the top and bottom photographs 
on the first page of the Oklahoma series should change places. The center photo 
and printed words on that page should remain as they are. This should 
straighten out several questions I have received. The other book, CHITS & 
CHISLERS, is stilt in the works with no specific publishing date set. 

Your Board of Directors is presently applying for federal income la* status 
which is necessary when we get into selling things like booklets, newsletters, 
etc. We also now have an awards system for anyone who exhibits Sales Ta* 
Tokens at any kind of show. If you have made such an exhibition recently or are 
planning to do so. contact the new Awards Chairman. Jerry Bales, P.O. Box 
777, St. Charles, MO 6330). You can also apply for exhibits made prior to tht 
new rule. The Board has not yet set a limit as to how for back you can go. but 
we probably will not issue awards for exhibitions made before the Society 
was organized. The token holder project is still not moving .'though the mem* 
bership voted in favor of its being continued. I have put forth some idea* for a 
membership token and so this is under discussion. If any of you hare ideas 
about a membership token, please feel free to send them alorg tc me (J 
Schimmel, POB 4C8SS, San Francisco. CA 94)40) and I will ptc'.er.t them to 
the Board. Ernie needs articles for the newsletter, so dc seme dic-ci'.o or send 
in some sales tax oddity to be photo'ed by Syd. 

Jetty 


Boor ftrinker's Tax? 

God ForbidI 

Membar Bob tynn of Phoenix, AZ writes 
ini".,, enclosed are copies of throe 
items I found interesting and have dub¬ 
bed them "the beer drinkor's sales tax." 
They may be common issues, I don't know, 
as Ihns said I ait humbly unknovlsdgsable 
learning so after contacting others. 

■Pehaps a blurb in the Now3lottor would 
bring out information as to their use, 
dates of issue, and perhaps the exis¬ 
tence of other denominations. 

1) black ink on white unbonded paper. 

12 Qt. Case, |0. 2j6875 * 

2) dark blue ink on white unbonded paper. 
1 Case $0.3515625 

3) orange red ink on white, unbonded pa¬ 
per. 

12 - 7 0». Case $0.102539 

Site Of Allt 83x26m. 

Notesi §1 is not gummed, and is perfo¬ 
rated on three aides. Right side 
is imperforate. 

#2 la g ia tme d with perforations 
on three aides, left aide lmperf. 


#3 is not gumed, and has perfo¬ 
rations on two sides, the left 
and top having no perforations. 

The stamps are issued by the State of 
Arkansas. 

(Ed. Note. These are not really sales 
tax items, that is this particular tax 
is collected in advance from the distrib¬ 
utor or merchant, and is not levied di¬ 
rectly on tho transaction from merchant 
to cotunimar. These fall more appropri¬ 
ately into the realm of revenue stamp 
collecting. For forther information on 
state and local revenue strops Ilka those 
readers are commended to the State Revenue 
Society, C/0 D.C. Strock, POB 2 Uj 63, 
Seattle, WA 93l2h.) 


BATES ACCEPTS UGi.'CRAltf jiSBli-iHIPI 

Secretary C.L.Cartor announced recently 
that Guy H. Bates of Independence, Mis¬ 
souri accepted Honorary Membership in 
ATTS. Hr. Bates in his own time was the 
administrator of the Missouri Sales Tax 
Law in 1935 for the state, and under 
whose aegis the "milktops" were Issued. 
He worked long for the state in the va¬ 
rious tax agencies until his retirement. 
He Is no relation to our Board Member, 
Jerry Bates. __ 
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A TRIAL LIST OF UTAH PLASTICS 
by Ton McKann 

(The following lint of plastic token 

varieties is based on the system origi- B« Dark Green (Forest Green),translucent 

nated by D. Wayne Johnson in 1950. See 1. Lies 1 & 2 

ATTS Newsletter , March-dpril and Kay- 2. Dies 1 & U 

Juno, 1^7^, "lick Johnson's 'Missouri 3. nies 2 & 2 

Hills' Revisited." Ed.) li. Dies 2 * li 


Colors given in parentheses are those as 
seen from behind a strong light. Me 
varieties occur only in the one Mill 
tokens, the twos and fives each use only 
one die. All three types have color 
and transparency varieties. The one 
Mill tokens have varieties aa followsi 

1 ) space betveen the center rings. 
The rings themselves are thick. 
The inner ring (measured on the in- 
addo) is 8 3/lflua in diameter. The 
outer ring (measured on the outside) 
is 12 mm. 

2) The space between rings is 3/hra*. 

Ring thicknoss is less than yam. In¬ 
ner ring is 8 3 /lffia, and the outer 
is 12 mm. 

3) The space 1s 3/hsm and separations 
between the rings is less than 5 am. . 
The inner ring is 8 ^aa, the outer la 
11 3 Ar*n. 

li) The space between is 1 m. Rings 
have less than distance between. 
The Inner ring is 8 3/last and the 
outer la 12 ra>. 

Listings 

I. One Mill, green. 

A. Light green (pale green),tranep. 

1. Mes 1 lc 1 

2. Dies 1 & 2 

3. Mes 2 & 2 
li. Mes 2 A li 

B. Green (light green), transparent 

1. Mas 1 & 1 

2. Mss 2*2 

C. Green (bluish-green), translucent 

1. Mes 1*1 

2. Dies 1*3 

3. Dies 2*2 
li. Mes 3*3 

D. Green (Kelly green), translucent 

1. Dies 1*1 

a. perfect 

b. die extrusion 

2. Moo 1*2 

3. Mes 2*2 
li. Dies 2 * li 
5« Mae It * It 


E. Dark Green (Forest Green),tranel« 

1. Mes 1*2 

2. Mes 1 * li 

• Mes 2*2 

• Mes 2 * li 

II. Two Mills, gray. 

A. Light grey (pale grey), transp. 

B. Light grey (shades), translucent 

C. Light grey, opaque. 

D. Dark grey (light grey), trenal. 

E. Dark grey, opaquo. 

V# Five Kills, orange. 

A. Light orange (yellowish orange), 
transparent. 

B. Red orange (orange), translucent. 
0. Orange (orange), translucent. 

D. Dark orange, translucent. 

E. Pinkish orange(red orange), 
translucent. 


Possibilities of One 
rfiU Die Caabinaillons 

1*1 2*2 3*3 li * U 

1*2 2*3 3 * U 

1*3 2 & U 

1 & li 


FRANCE (concluded from page 1) 


cross the top. Its thickness varies - 
7/16 to 5/8 inches. The coupons (and 
stub) are three inches vide and most are 
15/16 inches in height. They are sepa¬ 
rated by simulated black ink perfora¬ 
tions. The paper is white. 

The back cover has instructions in 
French (which I cannot read) wtiich the 
civilian payee was supposed to read in 
order to know how to handle the sale 
and whero to renit the coupons. It 
reads partially* 

■Exemption de taxe. KUitalree allies. 
Folio ••• du llvre special." 

So, now ve have a U.S. sales tax ticket 
fbr a French Luxury («1 m1) 
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MI CANDIDATES FCR THE TOP TEN STATE-ISSUED SALES TAX TOKENS 
by Jerry F. Schirmol 

To give collectors some idea of what they may have, I thought it night bo holpful to 
list a numbor of what I consider to bo the nost scarce state sales tax tokenso I bos— 
itate to use the word "rare" since most STT's wore issued in the thousands, if not 
millions, and many more so than tokens issued by merchants for their store trade, or 
tokons familiar in other collecting fields. Therefore I use tena3 like "top ten",^ 
"Abundantly conanon", "fairly unconsr»n“, etc#, to express a feeling about a group of 
tokens rather than a set category. I do this on purpose to avoid encouraging this 
collecting field into rigid patterns too early in the "game" of trading and selling 
Sales Tax Tokens. 


Collectors should also bo cautious because there are a large rnsabor of "hoards" 
around, set aside until the hoped-for-day when SIT's would become as collectible 
(and marketable) as rare U.S. type coins. That day is still rather a long way off 
and probably beyond the life span of anyone roading this article. So, take all of 
this with a pinch of salt. 

Bolow are MI choicos for the scarcest tokons based on my buying up of boards ana 
stocks, on what items have disappeared most rapidly from my lists, and on Just, vhat 
I've seen around in personal collections and showa. However, tho "scarcety* 1 of a 
token is not always determined on how many of a given token may be around, and if 
there are other factors helping to determine a token's scarcity, I have trid to men¬ 
tion them below. Numbers used are taken from the recent booklet published by A ITS, 
U.S. STATE-ISSUED SALES TAX TOKENS, which was authored by myself. 


MY TOP TEM 

1) NM-5 5 M. copper error "on five cents." 
Scarce in any condition and is more 
desireable because it Is well-known 
and made of metal. 

2) MI-7 5 M. black fiber. Not very well- 
known. I have seen only one specimen, 
a not-very-well struck uno, and it may 
be a pattern. 

3) MS-5 5 M. red fiber. I have seen only 
about one dozen in both circulated and 
uncirculated. Scarce in any condition, 
but one that could well turn up in the 
thousands. 

It) OK-15 1 M. cardboard "Sales Tax/Sales 
Tax". Again one that up to recently I 
had only seen about one dozen of. Less 
popular because it is made of cardboard, 

5) OK-7 1 M. white fiber. This one has 
only been discovered recently along with 
the grey and is by far the rarer. 


~ KIT — 

Oracle 2 new Columbia, S.C., paildng io-‘ 
kens for two from Ore., Utah, or Montana. - 
Joe Studebaker, FOB 80b, V/. Columbia, 

SC 29169. _ 

Sales '.'ax l J oken specialized list avail- 
able soon for 10jS stamp. Also for trado 
Astoria, Casey, Ladd, El Paso, V.Vrrdng- 
not cheaply] J. Schimol, PCD lCS$S, San 

Francisco, CA 9lJitO. _ 

I noed plastic Tax Tokens from the fol- 
lowing states - Utah, New Mexico, V/ash- 
ington, Missouri, and Mississippi. Tom 
licMann, 1612 No. Delaware, Mxson City, 

IA 501 id. _ 

ip-LVm ia-T'ia'■■/... veLi: Dopue, Lfrinnston 
if. wane your p:ico or will swap food 
stamp items or other totens. Kobcrt 
Leonard, 1065 Spruco, Wimr.otka, XL 60093 . 

(Do you have an ad? Send one 
in for every other issue, 25 
words free to ATTS members.) 


6) OK-8 sea notes on 0K-7< 
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ability will probably clienge rapidly 
with time and bettor knowledge. 


7) W-6 1 M. off*e*hite fiber. This 
piece is also less well-known. I 
have seen it in both unc and eixe 

and in quantity up to about one dozen. 

8 ) AZ-3 1 H. zinc. This piece is rare 
in unc only. For it to count aa unc 
there must be no corrosion spots or 
wear on any of the high points. If 
you do have a nice one, be careful. 
The wear and corrosion cane eaisly. 
aZ-3 is also a popular one, and there 
are plenty of circulated pieces 
around. 

9) OK-3 I M. Check/Pensions. This is a 
scarce one in aqy condition, except 

badly worn or beat up. Another popu¬ 
lar token. 

ID) AI/-8 1 H. fiber, with a double cir¬ 
cle around the nuneral of value. It 
is r.ore popular than AL-10 or AL-11 
which are actually scarcer. Very 
scarce in unc, but scarce in circ. 

FAIELT UNCOttDN STATE ISSUES 

There is also a range of moderately 
scarce items which should bo given sepa¬ 
rate treatment. Thoir relative avail- 


Presidont: 
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, san Francisco, 

CA 9111:0 


AL-3 (in unc only) 
AL-li (in unc only) 

A(in unc only) 
AL-6 (both conditions) 
AL-7 (both) 

AL-10 (both) 

AWI (both) 

IL-2 (both,esp.unc) 

KS-2 (both,osp.unc) 

HS-3 (both) 

KS-7 (both) 


KH-9 (in unc) 

OK-l* (both,esp 
unc) 

0K-9 (both,esp. 
unc) 

0 K-10 (unc) 

OK-11 (both) 
OK-12 (both) 

UT-1* (unc) 

WA-3 (unc) 

ViA-1* (both,eep. 


ViA-1* (both,eep. 
unc) 


ABUNDANT LI CCKHDK TOKENS 

Then there are those tokens which one 
sees all the tine and everywhere, and 
about which no collector should have 
any doubt. 

Abundantly Cocoon In Pnc (worth ma 


MO-P 
H0-J>a 
KG-6 
HO-7 
Abundant 


Coranon In Circ (10/ or leas) 



MO-1 

hd-5 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

Balancei Dec* 31* 1972 $ 150.01 


INCOME 


• 2.00 

Associate Memberships 


56.50 

Regular Manberships (new) 


198.00 

Regular Memberships (renewals) 


8.90 

Donations , 


1.7b 

Advertisements : 


lb.23 

Auction Sales 


26.00 

DiEolla Catalog Sales 


10 . 3 b 

Surplus Newsletter Sales 

317.71 

% 767.72 

I '317.71'”' 

Total 

EXPENSES 



S 1.32 

Bank Service Charges 


9 .bl 

Official Eadges L Ribbons 


12.00 

TAMS 73-?b Membership 


2 b .00 

A NA 73-7b Members lap 


236 .l£ 

Publications Expense, mainly fer Schimel booklet, 
and including postage. 


28 .e 5 

Society President *6 Expenses 


% 311.76 

Total 

311.76 


BALANCEt Doc. 31; 1973 

S .’55.96 


TO? T2i (concluded, from pp. 1 ic 2) 

A nuaber of tokens exist which I con¬ 
sider to be between "fairly uncommon" 
and "abundantly common", which one might 
describe as "cormon" without the adverb 
"abundantly. n But spare limits a store 
detailed discussion. Readers nay note 
that thoi'e are inconsistencies in the 
valuations given in this article and 
those given in the priced booklet. In 
caso of any doubt, please refer to the 
booklet first. 

What I hope to see as a result of this 
article is a series of cair.onts fron 
readers and collectors to be sent to the 
editor of this newsletter and commenting 
on or criticizing the booklet and ny 
comments here. In this way and over a 
period of time we can get to know better 
what we have in our collections. 

1 ••• " 1 yrtSTm'STr'g.'xfc- 

(Send bids to G. rrakes, AT?o 
Treasurer, POB llj27, Oceanside, CA 
9205b. Monies from the sale go to the 
ATTS general treasury), 

1. Litchfield, IL \t 
2* Illinois State Issue IL-1 
3. O.S. Quarter 1963 proof 
b. U.S. Line 1963 proof 
5* W.E.R.A (Washington Emergency Re¬ 
lief Adninistration) It silk token, 
alvadjna. 


c. Canada - 1650 St. Georgs ID, vr. 

7. Israel - 1?66 proof-like set, 6 pcs. 

8 . Israel - 1967 specimen ect. 6 pcs. 

9. Kerrin, IL, so. aluminum. Js 

10. Meline, EL copper \t 

11. !:crnr., IL (s second one) li 
22, Rock It., H copper is! 

13. Mecca Cafes, Seattle, coded. gn-en 
lb. Rainier Packing, (Seattle)pink cdbd. 

(BIDS MUST EE TO THE TREASURER BI MON¬ 
DAY, MAY 27.) 


AT73 HOLDS KESTI.'D AT 
NATIONAL JAI30HSS 

The American Tax Token Society held s 
meeting at the recent National Token, 
Medal, and Exonurda Collector's Janbo- 
roe hold in San Jose, California. On 
Sunday morning, March 2b, ATTS mem.bar 
(end TAMS President) Bjron Johnson gsvo 
a lecture and slide show on The Lalr-a 
Tax Tokens of V.’achington Stnue. bouses 
shown includod views of the veil-known 
state issues, unique pattern and presen¬ 
tation pieces, sane of the Tenino wood 
tokens, and the cardboard private and 
provisional tokens. ATTS President 
Jerry Schianel brought his research to 
the meeting and a discussion was held 
on the general rarity of most pieces. 

(concluded on p. b) 
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A REVISED LIST OF PLASTIC MISSOURI SALES TAI TO&3JS 


by Tam HcMam 

(Editors Note: The following Hat waa drawn up by ATTS Member Tcm McManri, of Mason 
City, Iowa, after personal study of thousands of Missouri plastic sales tax tokens e 
It is an update of Jerry Schicnel'a list, and introduces die variety conbinatione 
Dot included in Schlmel'a liat. Readers are urged to review the die varieties dis¬ 
cussed in the Schiranel article which appeared in Volume 2, Nos. 1 and 2. Since the 
ATTS Editorial Office is sold out of the issues containing tho Schinsnel article, rea¬ 
ders not possessing those Issues are encouraged to borrow then from the ATTS library, 
c/o Glyn Farber, 1618 — 15th Street, Lake Charles, 1A 70601.) 

- c. die extrusion 

I. car. Mill, red. 9 . Dios It & I 4 (thin letters) 

a. perfect 

b. rotated die 

c. die extrusion 

d. die imperfection 

e. die holo 


A. Orange, transparent. 

1. Lies 3 4 3 

a. perfect 

b. rotated die 

S. Red, transparent. 

1. QLes 3 & 3 

a. perfect 

b. rotated die 

C. Doll red, transparent. 

1. Dies 2 & 2 

a. perfect 

*b. rotated 

2. Dies 2 & I 4 

a. perfect 

b. rotated die 

3. Dies 3*3 

a. perfect 

b. rotated die 

d. die imperfection 
It. Dies It & It 

D. Red, translucent. 

1. Dios 1*1 

a. perfect 

c. die extrusion 

2. Idea 1*3 

a. perfect 

b. rotated dio 

c. die extrusion 

3. Dies 2 & 2 

a. perfect 

b. rotated die 

c. die extrusion 

e. lEnm diameter 

f. thicker planchet (ban t hicker ) 
It. Dies 2 *3 

a. perfect 

b. rotated die 

c. die extrusion 

5. Dies 2 & It 

a. perfect 

b. rotated die 

c. die extrusion 

6. Dies 3*3 

a. perfect 

b. rotated die 

c. die extrusion 

d. die imperfection 

e. die hole 
7* Dies 3 * U 

a. perfect 

b. rotated die 

c. die extrusion 

8. Dies It * It (thiok letters) 

a. perfect 

b. rotated die 


E. Red, opaque. 

1. Dies 1*3 

2. Dies 2 & It 

a. perfect 

b. rotated die 

3. Dies 3*3 
It. Dies It * U 

a. perfect 

c. dio oxtruaion 

7. Medium Dark Red, slightly txansl. 
1. Dies 1*3 
a. perfect 

c. die extrusion 

* 2. Dies 2 & It 
3. Dies 3*3 

a. perfect 

b. rotated die 

c. die extrusion 
e. die hole 

• It. Dies 3 * 1 a 
5. Dies It & It 

Q. Dark red, very slightly translate. 

1. Dies 1*3 
a. perfect 

* b. rotated die 

c. die extrusion 

2. Dies 2*2 

3. Dies 2*3 
It. Dies 2 & It 
5. Dies 3*3 

a. perfect 

b. rotated dies 

c. die extrusion 

# 6. Dies 3 * It 
7. Dies U * It 

a. perfect 

b. rotated die 

(concluded next issue) 

JAMBORluS lconcluded) 

Members alco present were Charles L. 
Carter - ATTS Secretary, Ms. Viola 
Thomas - Secretary of SRTC, Ms. Jean 
Pritchett, Ms. Elaine Villahan, Mr. 
Steven Tureen, Mr. J. Archer, Norman 
Williams of British Columbia, and seve¬ 
ral others. 
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ILLINOIS METAL PROVISIONAL SALES TAX TOKENS: 
An Interim Numbering System 


toy Jerry Schimmel 


Since the American Tax Token Society has iiublished its small catalog of state-issued 
Sales Tax Tokens, the pressure mounts to have available a more comprehensive work to 
cover the far-flung aspects of the whole SIT collecting field. High on the list for 
most STT collectors to be more extensively catalogued are the Illinois metal tokens 
of 1933, and I want to propose a simple and temporary expedient for collectors un¬ 
til something better gets completed. Just use Qnil DiBella's list (as published by 
ATTS in 1971) and add numbers to it. In past years I have used just such a method 
on my mailed sales lists and several collectors have asked me where my list numbers 
come from. Like the system I used in ATTS' recent booklet of state-issued, I use on 
my lists the U.S. Postal Zip Code designation "IL" as an abbreviation for n Illinois." 
I also use an upper case letter "P" to indicate that a token is one of the "provisi¬ 
onal" series and to differentiate it from state-issued tokens. Thus the numbering 
on ny sales lists looks like this: IL-P1 (Areola), IL-P27 (Mercer County), etc. I 
include the lower case letters "a" and "b" for the Jacksonville, Moline aluminum, 
and Hock Island aluminum token varieties, e.g. H-Pl8a (Jacksonville, Type II), II*. 
P37b (Rock Island aluminum "very thin"), etc. For a nearly complete, but unnumbered 
catalog with photographs of the Illinois Provisional Sales Tax Tokens, STT collectors 
should not miss reading the article by Chuck Lipsky in the July, 1959, Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine, titled "Provisional Sales Tax Tokens of Illinois." you can't 
find ono your friendly ATTS Librarian, Glyn Farbor, will fix you up.) 


An Interim List of 53 Illinois Provisional Pieces 


IL-P1 Areola 
H-P2 Astoria 
IL-P3 Boardstown 
IL-P/j Bunker Hill 
IL-P5 Cambridge 
IL-B6 Carbondale 
IL-P7 Casey 
EL-P8 Chandlervillo 
IL-P9 Charleston 
* IL-P10 Depue 
IL-P11 Effingham 
IL-P12 El Paso 
IL-P13 Galva 
H-^Ui Gillespie 

■** Herrin, "round" (doletod) 

TL-P15 Herrin, "square" 

IL-P16 Hoopeston 

IL-P17 Jackson County 

IL—P18 Jacksonville, T-I (Lipsky: A) 

IL-PlOa same, T-II (lipsky: B) 

n^PlSb sane, T-IH (Lipsky: C) 

EL-P19 Jasper County 

IL-P20 Kankakee County 

IL-P21 Koithsburg 

IL-P22 Kewanee 

IL-P23 Ladd 

IL—P2u La SaTln 


IL-P25 Litchfield 

IL-P26 Mattoon 

IL-P27 Mercer County 

IL-P28 Moline, copper 

IL-P29 Molino, alumimun "thick”(2mm flan) 

IL-P29a same, "thin" (l^im flan) 

IL-P29b sane, "very thin" (1mm flan) 

IL-P30 Monmouth 

IL-P31 Mount Olive 

IL-P32 New Boston 

IL-P33 Paris 

IL-P3t4 Pika County 

IL-P35 Roanoko 

IL-P 36 Rock Island, copper 

IL-P37 Rock Island, alum."thick"(2mm flan) 

H-P37a sano, "thin" (l^nm flan) 

IL-P37b sane, "very thin" (lam flan) 

IL-P38 Rossville 

IL-P39 Rushvillo 

IL-P^O Saint Anne 

IL-Ptj. Tazewell County 

IL-Pii2 Toulon 

IL-Pli3 UttLon County 

IL-PlJj Virginia 

IL- P li5 WCMA (Whiteside Countv) 

IL-PJ 46 Witt 
IL-Pij? Wyuning 
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ILLINOIS PROVISIONALS (cont.) 

■* Popup : for th030 who have not soon this token, hero is a dascriution: 

:: bra33, l?rtm, 3olid with a raisod rin. 

0: (in a boadod circlo) DSWE/ -.-/ MERCiiANTS 
R: (in a boadod circlo) 

ilorrin "round": Prcn thi3 list I havo dolotod tho rvssorious "round iiorrin", a 
specimen of wtiich as far as I know only one person has soon, and at that ono 
only I No one socns to know what is in tho legend. Kike Pfofferkorn suspects 
that this token is a pattern or sample several of which he has in different mo- 
tals La his collection. Those latter tokens show reverses on both sidon wiiich 
Ljgomds ire common to many of the tokens of triis Illinois 3ories. 

Tax Tok en Pos sibles 

Not inciudod in the abovo list for many masons aro tho foilmring tokens of which I 

give dn3ci-intions. Thoy nay very well turn out to bo a part of this 3ories, 

Avon, Illinois 

:: aluminum, 19mn, solid with a raisod rim. 

0: TOMPKINS/ &/ CLAYB31G/ G-NMAL/ MB'. (3 LA NTS/ AVON, Ill-./ noyor tc wontho Chicago 
R: GOOD FOR/ l/8* / III TRADE 

:: bra33, 19mn, solid with a raised rim. 

0: (same as abovo) 

R: GOOD TOR/ \t/ IN TRAEE 

Ciiicago, Illinois 

x: coppor, Linn, 3olid with a raisod rim. 

0: 30LD3UTT/ £c/ BROS. 

R: REDMS'-ABLE/ IN/ CASH 

Ljyin);3ton, Illinois 

:: braas, 19ran, solid. 

Ox ALFELD & H.ALE1' CO./ LIVINGSTON,/ ILL. (in a beaded circle) 

Rx JCDE31ABLE IN/ UNITED STATES K0IEY (in a boadod circlo) 

>::■» For a photograph of this token soo ATTS NEWSLETTER, July-Oct. 1972. Ore Vack- 
otta lists tho first Avon token as Avon #02-1/3, but not tho second. I had not 
heard of tho second before, and wondor if his Avon #02-J may not bo an error. 
Vaclcotta lists tho Chicago it on as Ciiicago #G23. He does not list tho Livingston 
niece* 


OlCto "tSoLia-tBIAM 1 * SALES TAX 5k«l’lECK>:'“ 
Full strips of ten proofs on plain 
orange paper: if, 2f, and 3$ (C29, 30 
31). Regular price is 810 per strip. 
SPECIAL: Only $$ per 3trip, or all 3 
for $10 while thoy last. ALSO AVAILA¬ 
BLE AT SAME FRICES: 1* white paper, 
grey safety paper, and 2nd bi-color on 
latter paper (C18, 26, and 28A). Satis¬ 
faction guaranteed or cheerful refund 
in 10 days. Approvals of other "GUOS". 

Also VERY RARE KY. SALES TAX, miot¬ 
ic - $10, 2 t - $20, and 3* _ $30. 

HUBBARD'S PKHANUKICS, 17 W* San 
Fernando, San Jose, CA 95113. _ 


IW.n: ~ 

“‘or sale to t.Vin "IpHost binder recnivea 
by 15 July, 197b - ii DePuo Merchants 
token, fine condition. Food stamp 
change 3crip wanted. Elmer E. Wright, 

Box 211, Potomac, IL 61869. _ 

WAiAEbl British, Latin--''j-.erican, othor 
foreign, and Calif, and San Francisco 
merchant tokens. No game counters or 
nedals unless they are San Francisco. 
Will trade most Illinois provisionals 
J. 5c I annul, FOB I4O868, San Francisco, 

CA 9UliiO. _ 

(Send in your free 2? word ad) 
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A REVISED LIST OF PLASTIC MISSOURI SALES TAX TOKENS 
(concludod from last issue) 

by Ten McManti 

C. UJLue groen. 

D. Light green, translucont"tnin"ltrs, 

E. " ", opaque. 

F# Dark green, translucent. 

a. perfect 

c. die extrusion 

d. die imperfection 

G# Dark green, opaque. 

H. Grey (snail planchet, 13m) 

I. Grey 

J. Drab 

* Tokens with an asterisk wore listed by Dick Johnson, although I have never seen 
any of then. 

Definition s of :tow Terns 

Dio Imperfection - a tokon with some portion missing. 

Die iiolo - similar to the above, but the imperfection takes the form of a hole. Holes 
may cono in different sizes. 


V. Five Mills, groon. 

A. Light groon. 

1. "thick letters" 

a. perfect 

b. rotated die 

c. die extrusion 
e. die hole 

2. "thin letters" 

3. Dark green, transparent, 
a. perfect 
Cc, die extrusion 



THOSE DUES ARE STILL DUE I 


President{ 


Jerry ?. Schimmel, San Francisco, CA 
Vice-President: 

Vdchael G. Pfe fferkom, St. Louis,M0 


Even though ATTS has blown it by not 
getting you your newsletters in time, 
not to mention other odds and ends of 
things that have made some of you 
ticked off at ATTS, we still need your 
$2.00. If you haven't sent it yet, 
send it with your name, address, and 
ATTS nisobar to: C.L. Carter, Secretary, 
ATTS, 721 Glenooe. Denver. CO 80220. 


iocrotai 


irles L. Carter, Denver, CO 


lorge Frakos, Oceanside, CA 


Directors 


Jerry Sate3, St. Charles, MO 
Elbert S.A. Hubbard, San Jose, 
Robert E. Paige, Chester, PA 
Glyn Farber, Lako Charles, LA 


Librarian: 


ir, Lake Charles, LA 


We're running shortl So we need more 
short articles, long articles, tidbits, 
and the like. All wo have left is a 
long, novel-length monograph on Califor¬ 
nia Sales Tax Tokens by Jerry Schianel, 
and it goes on and on and on and ..... 


Publicity Officer: 


Mason City, IA 


AKA Representative; 


Charles, MO 


Editor &neritus 


Jr., Azusa, CA 


In the confusion of transfer of Edito] 
ships from Ernie Altvater to Jerry Schi- 
n*nel, you may not have received all of 
your back newsletters and a copy of the 
booklet, U.S. STATE-ISSUED SALES TAX 
TOKENS. If you didn't, contact Jerry 
Schimel, FOB U0888, San Francisco, CA 


Acting Editor: 


Editorial Offices (temporary): 
P.C. box 1,0888, San Francisco, 
CA 9klli0 
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UJUM IS IT ' (KaiWlpril, 1973, issue has more) 

by Bob Paige 

3, Dear Bob: Enclosed are rubbings of two tokens. This one may be suitablo for ay 
prison token collection. It is brass, 22mn. 

0: City of St. Louis/ Missouri/ MSI 
Ri Good For/ 5#/ In Merchandise. 


ANSW!3lt I an still investigating this one to obtain more information on it. My 
studies have 3 hewn so far that it is not a prison token. The main pri¬ 
son was located at Je.ferson City. I will try to have more conclusive 
information on this by the next newsletter. 


U* (from the same collector) I have also included this one for your to attribute. It 
is brass, 3Cfcm. 

Oi Mutual/ -Thrift-/ League/ 937 (number incuse)/ Thriftor 
Ri Unity - Success - Thrift 

ANSWHli This is one of a huge series of co-op grocery or food canparri.es that 

sprang up all over tire United States in the 1930*s and 191:0*s, and even 
after that. The incused number identifies the person holding the brass 
token as being a member of that co-op. The amount of each purchase is 
credited to the holder’s account and at the end of the year, many times 
a rebate or credit is given to the holder. 

5, This one I saw listed irV'Token Tangents' 1 of the July-Octobor issue. It is the 
"Tax Paid 1911" item that was submitted by Russell Moyer of Iowa. 


ANSWER: This is actually a brass check to be worn around a dog*3 neck to show 
that the dog license tax has been paid in that particular county. The initials 
AM. RY. S. CO., N.Y. represent AMERICAN RAHWAY SUPPLY CO., NEW YORK, which was 
prolific in the early and mid-1900*3 in stamping out these brass checks for rail¬ 
road and other companies for various uses. 

(send your unnattributed mavericks and see if Bob can figure than out) 
c/o Bob Paige, What la it?, 2028 Edgamont, Chester, PA 19013) 


i oketM ccAjievr 


On May 2l» your ATTS Board of Directors voted the following motions: 

"A contest to design a membership token will bo held and publicized in the 
Socioty Newsletter. The winner of the contest will be announced and a spe¬ 
cial token struck for him in a different metal. The Board of Directors will 
be the Judging Cccnittee. ... all token designs will bo based on the design 
of traditional sales tax tokens whether of metal, wood, plastic, or paper." 

As you can soo no cutoff date has been set, so start thinking and mailing in your 
designs. The Board resolution states that all suggested designs should ro3amble 
the old-tinoy sales tax tokons. I*m sure that tokens that looked like Illinois 
provisionals, Oklahoma metals, Missouri plastics, etc. Stc. would bo considered as 
well as designs for cardboard, wood, or paper items. So it*s wide open. The whole 
idea of this, is of course, to give a free token to membors. You might also want 
to leave room for a membership number, usually incuse, if you think that thcro 
should be such on your design. Send your ideas to the ATTS NSWSLiZTriE Editorial 
Office. --- - 
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THE UNSUCCESSFUL HISTORY 
OF THE 

SALES TAX TOKEN IN CALIFORNIA 
by Jerry F. Schimrael 

( A paper presented to the Pacific Coast Numismatic Society, San Francisco, California, 
November 17, 1971, Reprinted here with the permission of the Pacific Coast Numismatic 
Society and the California State Numismatic Association,) 



(Author's sketch of an Imaginary California Sales Tax Totan) 

A brief chapter in the American experiment with Sales Tax Tokens was actually written in 
California, although few may be aware of that fact. The most likely reason for this, of 
course, is that no tokens were ever issued, and the debate over their possible use took 
place more than thirty-five years ago in 1933, However, it was an important story be¬ 
cause of its earliness, and the California debate tended to set the stage for future ex¬ 
periences with Sales Tax Tokens in other states. Earlier in April of 1933, many Illinois 
merchants and their professional organizations issued sales tax tokens for local use, since 
the need for fractional cent coinage to avoid sales tax overcharge w*s important in their 
minds. It may be that the Illinois experiences influenced the views of California offi¬ 
cials and the merchants, since most of the issues involved in the debate were identical. 

METHODS CjNSIDEREB 

The State Board of Equalization (SBE) of California was the body charged with administering 
the sales tax law. While considered the possibility of such items as punch cards and tic¬ 
kets, in the main three other ways were studied — revenue stamps, booklet coupons, and 
tokens. When the law first became effective, the SBE arranged with the Retail Merchants' 
Association to have a "breakdown system," which today is more commonly referred to as a 
"bracket system." This provided a way in which the sales taxes could be collected with¬ 
out recourse to a fractional cent coin. Taxes were collected as follows: 

1* to llj* — no tax 
15# to 59* — 1* tax 
60 * to $1.Q5 — 2f tax 

$1.05 to $1.1:9 — 3* tax, etc. 

However, there were certain inherent problems in this procedure, especially in relation to 
the collection of tax on small purchases from 1* to 39*. The methods considered were ad¬ 
dressed to this problem aa were the tax token systems in other states later. 


Adhesive Revenue Stamps 
( to be continued ) 







TRADING POST 


ranspo: , 

Tax (both state and private) for 
Sales Tax Tokens I need. Send trade 
list. SAE assures answer. Joe 
Studebaker, FOB 80l*, West Columbia, 
SC 29169. 


more 

oriented to the collector, and vote 
for Duane H. Feisel for President 
when you get your mail ballot. 

Duane H. Feisel, FOB 1302, Los Altos, 
CA 91*022 


or Bntisn or o 
foreign merchants' tokens. Will 
trade most Illinois ^t STT's . 

Jerry Schimmel, FOB 1*0888, San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 91*11*0. 


your 




A limited edition on WOOD business 
cards. All six denominations - 1, 

2, 3, 1*, 5, & 20 centso Serial 
numbers on backs of cards, #1 - 100, 
Without serial numbers: 150 sets. 

SET OF 12: (six with serial numbers 
and six without) $ 3.50 

These were made primarily for mem¬ 
bers of AITS. After you have had 
your opportunity to acquire a set, 
then they will be offered to mem¬ 
bers of IOWMC and FWMS. 


AN AWARD FOR YOU III 

If you have exhibited Sales Tax To¬ 
kens at any kind of show, anywhere, 
and back to January 1971* then you 
are eligible for one of three awards 
- a colored ribbon to wear at shows. 
You can win as many times as you 
exhibit. Contact the ATTS Awards 
Chairman (Jerry Bates), FOB 777* 

St, Charles, HO 63301, 


JERKY BATES POB 777 
ST. CHARLES, MO 63301 


NOT MUCH INTERESTING READING MATTER 
THIS TIME, just housekeeping. This 
ha3 to do with the fact that no one 
has sent in anything to be published. 
If you have anything - long, short, 
tidbits, curiosities, etc., just 
send them along to the Editorial 
Offices, FOB 1*0888, San Francisco, 

CA 9l*U*0. 


Treasurer George Frakes reports the 
following results from the Kay sale: 

#1 Litchfield .1*0 
#2 Illinois IL-1 (no bid) 
#3 U.S. 25* proof 1963 (no bid) 
#1* U.S. 1C* proof 1963 (no bid) 
#5 W.E.R.A. It alum .65 
#6 Canada, St. Geo. Id 1850 (no bid) 
#7 Israel, 1966 P-L set (no bid) 
#8 " , 1967 specimen set(no bid) 
#9 Herrin square 1.60 
#10 Moline copper .50 
#11 Herrin square 1.60 
#12 Rock Island copper .1*5 
#13 Mecca Cafes cardboard 1.25 
#11* Rainier Packing, cdbd. 1.25 














BOARD MOTIONS PASSED 


WELCOME NEW MEMBERS I 

195* Michael J. Broom, 11*16 Second 
St. SE, Mason City, IA $01*01. 
(Me Mann) 

196. R.B. Seger, 6052* So. Marshall 
Dr., little ton, 00 80123 
(Secretary) 

197* Gordon Fitzgerald, 15530 Le 
Marsh, Mission Rills, GA 
9131*0 (Schimnel) 

198. Patrick D. Hogan, 6ll* So. 
Johnson, Iowa City, IA 522l*0 
(Schimnel) 

199. Dan Roach, 6536 N. University 
#312, Peoria, JL 63612*. 

(Schinnel) 

Change of Address 

Jeffrey L. McFarland, 5th Psy. Ops. 
Bn. AFO New York, NY 090l*6 

anil DiBella, 1*39 Washington #3, 
Freeland, PA 18221*. 


President* 

Jerry 7. Schimnel, San Francisco, CA 
Vice-President; 

Michael G. Pfefferkom, St. Louis,M.O 
Secretary* 

ffharlos L. Carter, Denver, CO 
Treasurer* 

George Frakes, Oceanside, CA 
Directors; 

Jerry Sates, St. Charles, MO 
Elbert S.A. Hubbard, San Jose, CA 
Robert E. Paige, Chester, PA 
Glyn Farber, Lake Charles, LA 

Librarian* 

Glyn Farber, Lake Charles, IA 

Publicity Officor; 

Thcnas McMann, Mason City, IA 

ANA Representative; 

Jerry Bates, ift. Charles, MO 

Editor Oner* tus* 

Ernie Altvater, Jr., Azusa, CA 

Acting Editor; 

Jerry F. Schirmol, San Francisco, CA 

Editorial Offices (temporary)* 

P.b. box IiOtStJb, San* Francisco, 

CA 91*11*0 


Over the past couple of years your 
Board of Directors has been rather 
raniss in telling you what things it 
has passed. 

In the normal scheme of things the 
Society President drafts a letter 
every now and then along with what¬ 
ever motions have been proposed and 
these are all kept together when 
we finish with than. 

April 10, 1972 

Approved the insertion of an ad for 
a snail journal by one Roy Laurence. 

June 30, 1972 

Bestowed upon Syd Joseph of Denver, 
Colorado, the honorary title of 
AITS photographer. 

Began an advertising campaign for 
the Society using Coin World . 

Permitted ATTS to pay postage one way 
when members borrow from the library. 

Sets up a $5.00 annual budget for 
library purchases. 

Set up the Society emblem contest. 

August 28, 1972 

Placed the Token Holder project on 
the elction ballot. 

Established an annual budget of $10 
for photographer. 

Appropriated $2l*.05 for an ad in 
Coin World for 13 weeks to advertise 
the Society. 

October 27, 1972 

Appropiated $25 for election costs. 

February 36, 1973 

Continued ATTS Newsletter as the 
Society publication for 1973. 

Retained Ernie Altvater as Newsletter 
Editor through January 1975. 

Retained Glyn Farber as Librarian 
for the sane time. 

Appointed Bob Paige to fill a vacant 
Board position. 

Reimbursed President Schimnel $28.19 
for annual expenses. 

Set up an annual $25 budget for Pres¬ 
idential expenses. 




*/ 


March 30, 1973 

Appointed Tan McMann as Publicity 
Officer. 

Authorized Jerry Schimmel to repre¬ 
sent ATTS at the First National 
Token, Medal, & Exomania Jamboree. 

Reimbursed Jerry Schimmel $li for 
postage. 

Authorized Jerry Bates to handle 
the income tax status application. 

April 28, 1973 

Authorized the Society's publication 
of U.S. STATE-ISSUED SALES TAX TOKENS, 
and t'he agreement between the Society 
and Mr. Schimmel. 

August 27. 1973 

Appointed Guy H. Bates of Indepen¬ 
dence, Missouri, as an Honorary Mem¬ 
ber. 

Appropriated $10 for new membership 
applications. 

Appropriated $10 for new Society 
publcity shoots. 

Appropriated funds, established a 
plan for, and appointed Jerry Bates 
as Chairman to handle an exhbits 
award program for the Society. 

January 21, 197U 

Permits Jerry Schimmel to represent 
ATTS at the Second National Token, 
Medal and Exonumia Collectors Jam¬ 
boree. 

Permits the Awards Chairman (j.bates) 
to issue Awards retroactively (no 
earlier than Jan. 1971). 

Hay 2l>, 197U 

Accepts regretfully the resignation 
of Ernie Altvater as Newsletter Edi¬ 
tor and grants him the title of News¬ 
letter Editor Emeritus, and appoints 
Jerry Schimmel as Acting Editor. 

Appropriates $U5 for three months 
of newsletter costs. 

Sets up a contest for an ATTS Member¬ 
ship token design. 

Gives the Librarian authority to 
print a list of Library materials to 
be included with newsletter. 


MEMBERSHIP TOKENS ANYONE? 

Last month ATTS announced its contest 
to design a membership token. Rules 
are that it must be designed after 
some old-timey Sales Tax Token. The 
Board will be the judge. 

So far, the only one to send in any 
designs has been J. Schimmel (the 
President and Acting Editor and he 
doesn't at all mind winning by him¬ 
self). Any other takers? No time 
limit set as yet. 


CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS PASSED 
August 27, 1973 

Section 2, Article VIII of the 0on- 
stitution shall be deleted and the 
following Paragraph inserted in its 
placet 

"The name of the official publication 
of the Society is ATTS NEWSLETTER un¬ 
less changed by a fSill membership vote. 
The board shall appoint the newsletter 
editor and he shall serve terms con¬ 
current with those of the Board of 
Directors.” 

January 21, 197lj 

Adds the following section to the 
Society Constitution: 

"In the event this Society is dis3olvedj 
its assets will be donated and distri¬ 
buted to an organization organized ex¬ 
clusively for charitable or educati¬ 
onal purposes within the meaning of 
Section 501 (c) (3) of the United 
States Internal Revenue Code. The 
selection of said organization shall 
be made by the Board of Directors of 
this Society holding office at the 
time of dissolution and said Board 
of Directors shall require suitable 
proof of compliance with the Provis¬ 
ions of said Section 510 (c) (3) by 
the recipients of the assets of this 
Society. 

Hay 2h, 197U 

Appends to Article V, Section 1: 

"The Librarian of the Society shall 
be a non-voting member of the Board 
who receives Board communications and 
can make motions or comments on Board 
decisions." 
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THE UNSUCCESSFUL HISTORY 
OF THE 

SALES TAX TOKEN IN CALIFORNIA 
(cont. from la3t issue) 

by Jerry F. Schimtnel 

Adhesive itevenue Stamps 


Prior to the adoption of the law on August 1, and during discussions in legislative cormit- 
tees as to what should be included in the law, a Mr. W.D.Haedler of the Alliance of Retail 
Trade Associations urged the use of stamps. This roposal was later supported by Senator 
J.M.Inman of Sacramento, and was later referred to as the liman Amendment, which was inclu¬ 
ded in the final law giving the SBE authority to issue revenue stamps as required. This 
systsn proposed that stamps be issued in as many denominations as needed, and as low as the 
tax on a nickel, equal to 1/8$. A stamp would be issued for every multiple of 5$ up through 
35$. They would have been sold by the state to the merchant and then affixed on bills of 
sale, virappings, or the article at the time of 3ale. 

Booklet Coupons 


Slightly different, but related, wa3 a method whereby coupons would bo issued in books of 
200 for 25$ and in denominations similar to the proposed stamp system. The merchant would 
take one of these in payment for the tax from the customor and remit the coupons and what¬ 
ever other wholc-cent tax amounts to the state. The consumer would have purchased the 
booklet -lready from a 3tate office or local bank. Systems like this were later proposed 
for Michigan and Pennsylvania, but likewise not adopted. 

Tokens 


^y far the most fully developed of these fractional-cent tax collection proposals was the 
one for "merchant money 41 as the SBE insisted that it should be termed. After numerous 
representations from merchants, the SBE appointed a committee headed by Mr. R.P.Connelly, 
a Vice-Prosident of the Emporium department store in San Francisco. In late September the 
results of the committee^ work were broadly announced in the newspapers, and the recormen- 
dation was to issue an octagonal aluminum token to be "between the sizes of 5$ and 25$ 
coins." The obverse was to reads "Good for Tax on a Five Cent Purchase," and the reverse: 
"Not Redeemable in Cash or Trade." The SBE required that the token not bo known as a state 
product and that it could have neither the 
state name nor seal showing, even though 
the state would advance the costs and as¬ 
sist in its distribution. The merchants 
would eventually be responsible to reim¬ 
burse the state for the costs of the tokens. 

Kir. Connelly was detailed to explore with 
the United State Mint and/or the Treasury 
Department about having the tokens struck 
locally, and the committee predicted that 
ten to twenty million tokens would be in 
circulation by the end of September. At 
the end of the first week in October, and 
after much newspaper publicity had heral¬ 
ded their adoption, the proposal for the 
use of sales tax tokens in California was 
no longer a possibility. 

(more on following pages) 





California Tokens (cont.) 

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS IN 1933 

July Dj: Joint committee of the state legislature approves a sales tax act for passage. 

A stamp system is recommended. 

July 27j Legislature passes the Retail Sales Act of 1933 with a 2-fet sales tax on mer¬ 

chants' gross receipts only four days prior to its taking effect. 

August Is The new sales tax goes into effect and the new state Sales Tax Division is 
created with Professor P.ogor J. Traynor of the University of California 
(Berkeley) as its head. 

August 10: The SBS announces that it is considering the use of tickets, punch cards, and 
stamps for collecting fractions1-cent sales taxes. 

August 11: The SBS hold 3 its first meeting with merchants who are critical of the sales 
tax law to clarify with than the mean 3 of administering the new tax. 

August 15: The Sales Tax Repeal Association incorporates in Sacramento. 

August 19: Governor James "Sunny Jim" Rolph attacks critics of the sales tax aa being 

only politically motivated. Critics of the tax call it "Jimmy's Penny." 

August 2ht The SBE announces that it is turning down any and all token or coupon sys¬ 
tems for good. Merchants may issue their own "House Money" if they wish. 

August 26: Governor Rolph states that the sales tax wa 3 never his idea in the first 

place and that if it interferes with the the operation of business it should 

be repealed. 

August 31: The S3E resolves that the merchants should use the "one price" system (in 
which the cost of the merchandise and the tax are lumped together into a 
single co 3 t amount). 

September 13:Tho merchants meet a second time with the SBE to protest its management of 
the sales tax. 

September UcThe SBE announces that tax tokens have been adopted as a means to assist in 
collecting the sales tax, and before any plans are made, it is soliciting 
reactions from individual merchants. A committee is appointed to draw up 
plans for the tokens. 

September 20:Tha design for an aluminum tax token is announced. 

October 5*^: The San^Francisco Chronicle and the Los Angeles Times mention that the token 
idea will probably be dropped. 

BACKGROUND OF THE SALES TAX LAW 
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The reader must keep in mind that in 1933 
the United States and much of the world 
was in the midst of the Great Depression 
with millions of citizens out of work and 
unable or unwilling to purchase a 3 freely 
as they had in past years. The sales tax 
affected especially the lower income fami¬ 
lies and became an additional burden on 
them. The merchant whose shop catered to 
low-income families, and who might also 
have been in an economically marginal posi¬ 
tion, was faced with a dilemma of having to 
collect the tax for the state and facing 
the anger of his clients at the new impo¬ 
sition. But many public services in the 
state, as in other states, were in serious 
trouble, especially the school system. The 
state which normally subvented the school 
system was operating in the red and conse¬ 
quently unable to help many school districts 
which had closed down and were bankrupt. 

Even the salaries of the legislators were 
delayed for the lack of revenue. These 
kinds of situations were not uncommon in 
the other states and a rash of different 
kinds of tax systems were promulgated across 
the country: personal income taxes, gasoline 
taxes, liquor taxes, feed taxes, etc. The 
sales tax was merely one of these programs, 
but was more directly felt by the public, 
especially the poor. 

California's new tax law required that 2 J 5 S 
of the gross receipts of merchants be taxed. 
This covered sales of "tangible property" 

(to p.li) 
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WELCOME! NEW MEMBERS 

20li. Lb ster M. Burzinski (Schimnel) 
210$ Oakridge Avenue 
Madison, WI 5370b 

J-205. Thomas H. Toman, Jr. (Secty) 

10 Stratford Drive 
Brick Town, NJ 03723 

206. Arnold F. Winfield (Bates) 

Ui51 Fowler Avenue 
Evanston, IL 60201 

207. Rocco A. DiGiaccmo (Secty) 

1)2 Sunset Drive 

Mount Holly, NJ 08060 

Change of Address 

120 Duane H. Feisel 
BOB 1302 

Los Altos, CA 91)022 

17l) Bruce C. Wickham 
FOB 12325 
Tucson, AZ 85732 

185 Steven C. Tureen 
FOB 11)070 
Omaha, MB 68111) 

199 Dan Boach 

1005s Samantha 
Normal, IL 61761 

Deceased 

William E. Perry 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada 

David C. Strock 
Seattle, Wa3h. 

Resigned 

William C. Lambert 
Mount Olive, AL 

Robert Lubotkin 
Omaha, MB 


TRADING POST ______ 

tts *1 ~1 t.rarie ninrlmrofl credit account token is¬ 
sued by the Associateds Co. for food stamp 
tokens (1 metal or 2 plastic) or advertising 
tokens advertising beer, whiskeyJ grocery 
or drug store items; or a sports schedule 
tokon. I'm still cataloguing soap tokens 
and would appreciate embossings, rubbings, 
or full descriptions. J.W.BAUK, 3113 N. 

Arkansas. Wichita, KS 6720li. _ 

st dil~ looking for foreign "Good Fore" or 
merchants' storecards. Have most Illinois 

E rovi signals for trade. J. Schimnel, PCB 

0688, San Francisco, CA 9bll)0. _ 

T&ve much detailed mate:i.al on Sales 1 ax 
Tokens to lend to ATTS Members. ATT3 Li¬ 
brarian, Clyn Farber, I6l6-l5th Street, 

Lake Charles, IA 70o01. 


MEMBERS' LETTERS 

Dear Jerry: 

I have been very disappointed in the ATTS 
organization. There is a great need to get 
collectors of Tax Tokens together, but I 
think it will have to be a closer knit unit. 

Last year I sent in ny dues and wa3 8 months 
getting my cancelled check back, and for a 
full year didn't receive one word from ATTS. 

I donated some money and would have given 
more if more interest had been shown. There 
ware publications that would have run free 
publicity items about ATTS which would have 
drawn more members and interest. 

I have been an ANA member since I960 (#1)02)18), 
helped organize Ala.N.S. Chapter #33, and 
feel strongly about people of the same in¬ 
terest exchanging views and ideas. 

I am writing this to save postage in sending 
me more material. I believe the time will 
come when a live organization will be for¬ 
med for Tax Tokon collectors. 

Yours truly, 

Wm. C. Lambert #l)i) 
Mount Olive, Ala. 

P.S. I notice from the other 50 manbers who 
are past due the same feeling that I have 
must be shared 8y others. 

* * * 

Dear Jenyi 

I enclose an essay for the members' token 
contest which I ask you to please submit 
to the board for its consideration. ... It 
really is great that there is a Sales Tax 
Token society. I anticipate the favorable 
action of the membership on my application 
for admission. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Warner tkioi 
Amarillo, Texas 

* * * 

Editor's Comment 

I think that Hr. Lambert's comments aro 
well-taken. Many members have expressed 
similar feelings over the past year. How¬ 
ever ATTS is an all-volunteer organization 
like most numismatic groups, and unfortu¬ 
nately work on projects like newsletters, 
members' tokens, token holders, etc. havo 
to be sandwiched in between the members' 
jobs, fanilios, personal crises, and on 
and on. Such things, of course, do not 
prevent the disappointment of the member 
who has paid his $2 dues and who expects 
a regular newsletter and whatever other 
things that may also have been described 
in some circular. This situation is the 
dilemma of a volunteer group. Any way out? 



and ineals served in restaurants. The merchant was required to remit quarterly to the state 
any taxes collected. Other than the bracket system described (the lart SSL thTsBE 
expectea the norckant to colloot the tax more or loss as he saw fit, just so that the state 
receivod its revonue. Merchants were not allowed to advertise that they included the sales 
tax in the total sales price, although the Board later recommended this r.etlod as the best 
moans. This latter approach caused no end of problems. 

REASONS FOR THE NEED OF TOKENS 

One of the primary reasons for having a tax token was to handle the tax on items of less 
than hO cents, although the bracket allowed for no tax at all to bo paid on purchases below 
fifteen cents. If a whole penny was charged on a ten cont toothbrush, then the customer 
was actually paying a ten per cent tax instead of the legal rate. If the customer bought 
four f^ve-cent cigars costing 20*, he would still be paying a rate, or twice the legal 

Tho b rac ket was intended to average out the sales tax charges so that the morchant 
paid the state somewhat near the gross receipts charge. In view of the fact that pur¬ 
chasing power and inclination to buy were low among the public, this became a very serious 
questions indeed. As one dairyman put it in an interview with a Los Angeles Times reoor- 
“Pf customers to whom I deliver milk will object when they get' 'ny monthly bill and 
find that I have added a tax, because they can go to a retail store and buy a bottle of 
milk for eight or ten cents and not have to pay the tax." 

+1 ! fu SU f t °f o he 1,10(1 1x1 which the merchants found themselves they took the position 
that the tax had to be seen as something separate from what they were selling.’ Tho custo¬ 
mer must be aware of the cost of government," they said. The public's wrath about the 
new tax needod to be directed toward the state, not the merchants. As stated, tho mer¬ 
chants were encouraged to lump the tax and price together by the SBE, although the law 
explicitly forbade the merchants from advertising the cost as such. Merchants wore also 
afraid of unfair competition that could possibly result from the "one-price" system. One, 
the morchant might infer that he is absorbing the tax (paying it himself) when he actually 
wasn tj two, he might work his tax collection method somehow to the disadvantage of his 
colleagues) throe, he might collect the tax under the "one-price" system and use his book¬ 
keeping to evade tax payments to the state) and four, he might retain any overcharge to 
his own profit based on the amount levied through the bracket system. Tho tokens became 
potentially concrete symbols to some merchants that the salo 3 tax was not his responsibi¬ 
lity, and that with than the collection of the tax could bo more easily accountable to the 
state and public. The tokens would prevent any sizeable overcharge on the customer (al¬ 
though there still would have been some), and relieved the pressure on the five-and-dime 
stores and tho cafeterias. Finally, the tokens would have provided a limited form of 
years 10 " 31 currency * sorlothin S which had not existed in U.S. coinage for seventy-five 

WHY THE TOKEN PROPOSAL FAILED 


The State Board of Equalization (SBE) from the start was obviously reluctant to issue any 
kind of token or stamps and had to be dragged into considering them by the pressure of the 
merchants. The Board probably foresaw that any token syston would be cumbersome indeed, 
and this fear was borne out later in the experiences of the twelve states that eventually 
did issue some form of token. The SBE on several occasions expressed concern that the fede 
ral government might question the legality of anything faintly resonbling a U.S. coin or 
serving in the place of U.S. money. This view was likewise upheld when two years later 
the Treasury Department instituted legal action against the states of Illinois and Washing¬ 
ton on the basis that their tax tokens violated the federal coinage laws under the U.S. 
Constitution. 


Other factors against the tokens probably had their roots in the local econanics of Cali¬ 
fornio. Most of tho pressure for some fom of toekn, and encouragement for the sales tax 
iself, came from the businessmen in the San Francisco Bay Area. In 1933 San Francisco was 
still the economic hub of the state and could probably tolerate more easily increased 
pressure on business in the form of direct taxes, token issues, complicated bookkeeping, 
etc. In contrast the main opposition to the tax and tokens came from Southern California 
where retail business may have been less self-confident than its Northern California coun¬ 
terpart. It was the opposition of the Los Angeles area merchants which finally gave an 
excuse to an already reluctant SBE to drop ary and all proposals. The L.A. merchants com¬ 
plained that anything like what had been proposed would "comnlicate their cash registers 
and bookkeeping," an experience f oared by the SBE, and affirmed later elsewhere. 

"HOUSE MONEY" 


There is some legacy left to collectors of Sales Tax Tokens. In the San Francisco Examiner 
o£ A u $* s K 9 was that "tho Director of the San Francisco Sales Tax Office, Mr. Bor- 
nett Sheehan, has received from the State Board of Equalization 'tacit sanction* for a 
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plan suggested by a group of Passion District merchants (Note: the Mission District in 
San Francisco has always been a poor and working-class district). They have proposed is¬ 
suance of tax cards, to be sold for ten cents each. As purchases are made the card would 
be punched. Each card would represent Slj.00 in sales (see the system adopted by the State 
of Ohio in 1935, ATTS Newsletter , Jan-Feb 1973)."On the 2lith the SBE made a public state¬ 
ment endorsing any merchants 1 use of his own "House Money." 

Since the inauguration of the California Sales Tax the only businesses known to have issued 
"House Money" were located in the San Francisco Bay Area — Leighton Dairy Lunches, White 
Log Taverns, and Warboy'a Drug Company of California. It is possible that there were others 
but they have not yet been described anywhere that this writer has seen. In view of the 
attitudes of Southern California merchants, it is unlikely that any items of this nature 
were ever issued there, but the question should be kept open. Records on such items were 
never kept and most of them being of perishable paper or cardboard were probably mostly 
lost. In all cases of known issuers the firms arc long since out of business and nearly 
all information about them is available now from second-hand sources only. As for the 
length of their circulation, they can be assumed to have been used from nearly the start 
of the Sales Tax law, that is August 1933, and local old-timers estimate that they lasted 
hardly more than one year after that, if that long. 

Leighton Dairy Lunches 


LEIGHTON LEIGHTON 
Dairy Lunches Dairy Lunches 


• I* MttUi m ti* » M.ri.i 
»i T«.l - tl I l«»i J 1 

I. t|«ik»l M 

* 

. in.* it*, im, f 

| H4KI 4NII 

I _ 


• *1 III • M.rl.l ^ 
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■ Good for California 
? RMoil Soles To« 

( -» . .. 

5c 


j «* »"» 

I I riglmtn I >.iir\ I ilnrli 


Good for California 
Retail Sales Ta» 

Sr 

I ■-iijliioi: I l.iu v I iiii.ii 


cardboard squares 37mm, joined in pairs with rouletted or imperforate separations. Denom¬ 
inations run from Si tlurough 35*. 

OBV: LEIGHTON/ DAIRY LUNCHES/ 91i MARKET ST. - 1080 MARKET ST./ 16 TURK ST. - 38 TURK ST./ 
IS MARKET ST./ SAN FRANCISCO/ 1312 BROADWAY - U6S 12th ST./ OAKLAND 
REVs GOOD FOR CALIFORNIA/ RETAIL SALES TAX/ ON ANY PURCHASE OF/ (value)/ AT ANY/ LEIGHTON 
DAIRY LUNCH 


Probably the most cumbersome of "House Money" systems came from this chain lunch counter 
firm which had branches in Oakland and San Francisco. Their cardboard scrip measured 37m 
square (approx.) and came in pairs. There were seven denominations which read as "tax on 
Si (equal to 1/8i), on 10 * (£*), on 1 Si ( 3 / 8 *), 20 *, 25*, 30 *, and 35*." The customer was 
usually given than in change for a full penny paid and if a half was remaining, used it 
during a later purchase. Local people indicate that these were used as scrip (fractional 
cent paper money), but it is possible that they could h-ve been used as a variation of the 
coupon method that was considered by the state. Another possibility is that they were used 
as receipts becoming cancelled on their separation, the customor retaining one as his re¬ 
ceipt, the clerk the other as was used in Ohio. For the time being, though, the word of 
the men and women who used them will have to stand. Ebiil DiBella attributes the imperfo¬ 
rate varieties to Oakland, the others to San Francisco branches of the business. 

A mystery exiBts in connection with the Leighton scrip in that some enterprising and honest 
collector apparently went to the trouble of having the whole series reprinted in both the 
imperforate and rouletted varieties. Most of these are rubberstamped in purple on the 
reverse: "This Token/ a Reprint," much as George Magee of Philadelphia did with one of the 
Illinois cardboard tokens. It is not known who was the mystery printer, and in ary case 
both the originals and the reprints both are rare. 

Wtdte Log Taverns 

Another Oakland and San Francisco lunch counter firm used two systems. One was a punch 
card method, the cards measuring 1 : 9 x 88 m, printed in green on the obverse and black on the 
reverse. It was probably used as early as August 1933. The card showed a series of punch 
spaces (called coupons on the card) which, when punched, each coupon accounted for the tax 
on five cent 3 . Therefore, if a customer bought a piece of pie and coffee for 15*, three 
spaces were punched, and the customer actually paid 3 / 8 * instead of a whole penny called 
for by the bracket system. The reverse of the card went into a detailed explanation for 
the purpose of the card. 
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TO OUR CUSTOMERS: 

«•''» ■» *ri«J » nurni tto. "ulitr ■* aur aianatti In vu. 

ta IneUrfr tfw Salts Tat. Ws rtallr# IhJt lima cu.ter.ri aaiin« lc taa an ISc 
aaOiaus »ouW actually >• nnsmi IN la. (at IN lailaatn .nos. aunlrau ... 
Im than 15c W> Hn INcrlan alonlM. arctic IN a»ra»l al IN CaMac*. 
Stab Roart al Cauallutian, IN. law milhoe af lallnl-na a uNlam am nmcl 
Nla.1 lain Us toast3 an actual aurcham tor a‘«N aor lailanm Uin 
iceumsit cauwn laa IN aacan ftjctrau al in atnnv cailttua 
Unpunchrd coupon. Rood m »n» WHITE 1-OC TAVERN 



OBV: (coupons) GOOD FOR/ CALlFORJIIA/ RETAIL SALES TAX/ OH ANY PURCHASE OF/ FIVE CENTS/ 

AT ANY/ WHITE LOG TAVERN 

(center space) CALIFORNIA RETAIL SALES TAX COUPONS/ UNPUNCHED COUPONS GOOD FOR SALES 
TAX ON EACH 5c PURCHASE IN WHITE LOG TAVERNS. 

REV: TO OUR CUSTOMERS:/ (long message)/ UNPUNCHED COUPONS GOOD IN ANY WHITE LOG TAVERN/ 
WHITE LOG TAVERNS.(in Gothic script on a log) 


Another system used by this firm was to sell a strip of eight coupons, similar in design 
to the punch spaces of the card, the coupons being torn off with each nickel purchase in¬ 
stead of being punched. These were also described by local people as being scrip. The 
best known of the second series is printed in black on green, heavy paper, and comes in 
horizontal strips of eight separated by rouletting. The reverses are blank and each cou¬ 
pon measures 22mm square. Another variant is printed in brown ink on slightly paler green 
stock. From the examples of this latter it is hard to determine in what form they origi¬ 
nally came, the strips described as above, or in "blocks" as is reported by DLBella. Hr. 
DLBella reports several other color types, but they are not included here as they have not 
been examined. The unch card is scarce, the scrip type in black ink is connon, unless it 
is in a full strip of eight, then the full strip is scarce. The brown ink variety is unique. 


Warboy's Drug Company of California 


WARBOY‘9 

V MILL 


WANtOYt 

--.MU-L.J 


r WA»»or % I 

1 MILL 


WAHBOY % I 

| 1 MILL_ 

I w*NaCY*ft I 
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This firm had known branches ir. San Joae and Stockton, and used coupons in joined strips 
similar to the White Log Taverns. The coupons are joined vertically, and the white ones 
wore used in San Jose, the orange in Stockton, according to DLBella. The Stockton series 
have a number of paper varieties, and a salmon pink color variety. Variations occur in the 
size of the typeface. The scrip is also found in uncut cords of twenty tokens. It is 
likely that the C3rds of twenty wore sold this way and thon later cut by hand. The strips 
of ten came approximately 20m vd.de. Denominations were counted as MILL" and "1 KILL", 
one-fortieth and one-tenth of one cent respectively. It must have taken the customer same 
figuring as to how many of which tokens to give the clerk, but it did allow the customer 
an opportunity to make the most equitable fractional tax payment as the denomination of 
one-quarter Mill was the exact tax on one cent! 


The California tax token debate has left us a small, but significant mimisnntic legacy, 
a reminder of an almost. As one studies the histories of other states in this field, one 
can 3ee the same issues repeated in almost all of the legislatures and tax bodies. Califor¬ 
nia's experience was only the beginning of a twenty-five year experiment. 
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CALIFORNIA SALES TAX ITEMS AVAILA3LEI 
(paid ad) 


White Log Taverns Punch Card, unc. 3.25 

White Log Taverns strip of eight, unc. 3.50 

Vfarboy'3 Drug Company coupons (small print variety) 

six unbroken strips of ten coupons, white, orange, & salmon 2.25 

six uncut cards of twenty coupons as above 5.00 

California Sales Tax Token - a fantasy struck in aluminum 

to the specifications of the sales tax token committee .75 


j Jeny Schimel, P.0. Box lj0888, San Francisco, CA 9UU|0 

| (paid ad) _ 

MEMBERS' TOKEN CONTEST ENTRIES 
(first entries - more to come) 

#1 Tom McMann, Mason City, Iowa - molded plastic, 23m 



#2 Larry Warner, Amarillo, Texas - 23mm bronze or brass - like Louisiana tokens. 



(<if« pa^e) 
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TAX TOKEN 

I H 13 


MORE CONTEST ENTRIES 


Jerry Scnimmel, San Francisco, Calif. - set of two, 1 in alum, 5 in brass 


MEW TEXAS ANTI-SALES TAX 

Hera is another rubbing from Glyn Farber, 
our librarian, who obtained the token from 
a man in Texas, aluminum, 26nn: 

0: NO SALES TAX/ BILL/ BRIGHAM/ LEGISLATURE 
R: NO TAX TOKENS/ ELECT/ BRIGHAM/ IN TEXAS 


fj. 

\V. d*? 


S* ft-ECT *i 

i Brigham f 


This is also attributed to San Antonio. 
So far thoro are four others known from 
San Antonio: 


PAY UPl If your address label has a 
red mark - a short r ed stri;>o - then you 
owe for 197k, :hat is . ” 


GOOD(OR BAD) THINGS COKE TO AN 
SNDl 


Unfortunately I cannot continue to be both 
ftewslotter Editor and President, so in the 
coming weeks ono or the other job for mo 
will have to go. Please let me know if 
there is anyone with ideas, suggestions, 
recommendations, nanes, or any idea as 
to what ATTS should do. 


Yours truly. 


Jake Johnson 
Franklin Spears 
Stanford Smith 
Dean Johnston 


Hurry, send your $2 to: ATTS Secretary, 
C.L. Carter 

721 Glencoe, Denver, 00 80220 


Jerry F. Schimr.el 
President 


More? 


#li Je.ry Schimmol, San Francisco, Calif. 


brass, 16mm (like Kentucky private issue) 
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LETTERS TO RMOLD ON ILLINOIS TAX TOKENS 
Edited by Jerry Schimmel 

In the mid-19bO's the late numismatist, Herbert E. ho wo Id of Kansas City, Missouri, was 
writing to the various communities in Illinois, and later to the state, in search of the 
Provisional Sales Tax Tokens issued in 1933. Later he was to do research for a Sales Tax 
Token catalog that was never published. Sane of the replies he received are informative, 
sane useless, and some humorous. Not all of the towns that issued the tokens are repre¬ 
sented in this collection of letters. 

The letter he wrote to Areola (below) was probably characteristic of most of his corres¬ 
pondence and reveals him to have been something of a numismatic "hustler". Rowold was 
not the first collector to comb the various Illinois towns, George Magee of Philadelphia 
did it in 1936, but that is probably another story. 

Areola 


October li, 19h3 
Areola Advertising Club 
Areola, Illinois 

Dear Sirs: 

Some weeks ago 1 wrote to you asking if you might still have on hand a few of the Sales 
Tax Tokens as were issuod by you for your city a number of years back. I had so hoped that 
I night have gotten a reply from you. I am very anxious to get at least a few specimens 
of these tokens to complete a collection of these tokens and I hate to find the spot for 
Areola loft vacant. 

Perhaps you might wonder why I don't just go out and buy this token from a dealer, instead 
of writing to you for it. The answer is this: Tax Tokens are not stocked by dealers be- 
causo they find little or no sale at all for them. Tokens, generally, are sent as gifts 
by collectors from one to another to such an extent that other than in only a few cases, 
such as mine with your city, dealers just will not be bothered with than. 

bith this in mind, I not only would bo glad to buy a few for my own set, but should you 
by any chance have a sizeable quantity left, I would be interested in buying all you have 
on hand. Since these will be given away and not sold, I would be interested in them only 
if they were priced reasonably. I can assure you that should you have any amount left and 
be interested in selling them to r.e that these little tokens will be given away to parties 
who will appreciate having than, cs much as I am in getting a few for ryself. 

May I have a reply from you at your early convenience, if only a postcard, telling me whe¬ 
ther you still have any of those little Tax Tokens from Areola left. Thanking you for 
the time I have taken and hoping fbr an early reply, I am 

Yours very sincerely, 

H. E. ICY/OLD 


Script Token 

1-4 CENT 


w y»net 111. 




r- m 

RUSHVU.LE 



TAA TOKEN 


1 



} /4 cent 


4C 



Macomb 


TAX TOKEN 



Restaurant Assn 




_1 
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(permed in at the bottom of Rowold's letter) 

Sore one must have received your former letter. Sorry but there are no available Tax 
Tokens of Areola. I hove a few metal & paper ones but for ny own use. 

* Walter Keinheimer 

Areola, Ill. 


Chandlerville 

December 11, 19U3 
Dear Sir: 

Since we have no Merchants' association your letter was put in the 'mayors' box. My hus¬ 
band is out of town and I am taking the liberty of answering this for him. 

Being a collector myself I know how badly one seeks the elusive. Among my childrens In¬ 
dian head pennies I found a few tokens that we had saved for them so I am sending you one 
for your collection. If they could be persuaded to sell them how much do you pay for then? 

My latest hobby is antique buttons. At present I have 1700 (not all antique). Would ap¬ 
preciate an old button if you find one in your "grandmothers button box." 

• Yours truly 

Mrs. Miles McDonald 


Gillespie 

September 18, 191*3 
Dear Sir: 

Bodosed you will find a specimen of the tokens coined by our city during the early 
sales tax days. Knowing somewhat the joys of collecting I am glad to be able to add to 
your collection from a few of these tokens I had put away for future referencej upon the 

arrival of your letter I looked up ny "lit¬ 
tle box", and, sure enough, I found four 
of the little rascals. In the event you 
must have more I might spare another one. 

Hoping you get as much enjoyment our of 
receiving the article as I get in supply¬ 
ing it, I remain 

Sincerely, 

Arthur M. Hughes, Sec *y 
Gillespie Rotary Club 
Gillespie, Illinois 

Herrin 

October 26, 191:3 
Dear Sir: 


Your letter regarding tokens was handed 
me by O.W. Lyerla, President of the Herrin 
Chamber of Comerce, and I am enclosing 
several wooden nickels used in a centen¬ 
nial celebration a few years back. This 
is probably the ones you have in mind for 
we havo never had any others. 

I am hapfy to send these along to you, 
being a few left over. They were sold to 
citizens of our County, and the proceeds 
were used to finance our centennial cele¬ 
bration. 

Very truly, 

R.A. Whittenberg Cashier 
The Bank of Herrin 
Herrin, Illinois 


President: 

Jerry F. Schimnel, San Francisco, CA 
Vice-President: 

Ri-cKael fa. Pfefferkorn, St. Louis,M0 
Secretary: 

Charles' L. Carter, Denver, CO 
Treasurer: 

fleorge Frakes, Oceanside, CA 
Directors: 

Jerry Bates, St. Charles, MO 
Elbert S.A. Hubbard, San Jose, CA 
Robert E. Paige, Chester, PA 
Glyn Farber, Lake Charles, LA 

Librarian: 

Glyn Farber, Lake Charles, IA 

Publicity Officer: 

Huaoaa Hckann, Mason City, IA 

ANA Representative: 

Jerry Batea, St. Charles, MO 

Editor Bneritua: 

Ernie Altvater, Jr., Azusa, CA 

Acting Editor: 

Jerry If. Schiamel, San Francisco, CA 

Editorial Offices (temporary): 

-PSJTHfflc WJUBU, ’San* TVancisco, 

CA 9Uli0 
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Kankakee 


November 3, 197 It 
Dear Mr. Rowold: 

Your letter of Oct. 26 with request for some of our Local Tax Tokens is received with 
pleasure* and I an very happy to present you with 5 of them with ny compliments. The 
circulating life of these Local Tokens was very short, (barely 6 weeks) and were called 
in for reason that they were inconvenient to use and thus became a nuisance to the local 
public. — tty own collecting forte is Com. § Dolls, plus Foreign Silver Crowns. Have 
done little with them the past year due to lack of time, but maybe the coming Winter will 

get me going again. Thanks for the Bright Red shiny "Tax B_(?)" from Missouri. Here 

they are a real Curiosity, to all who aee them. Will close. 

With Kindest Regards 

Fred. F Crasser, ANA #3109 
Autex Store 
Kankakee, HI. 

Keithsburg 

(scrawled in pen at the bottom of another of Rowold*s letters) 

Have quite a few of those available if anyone is interested in purchasing than. If you are 
interested - please make an offer. 

Yours truly, 

O.E. Barnett 

Kelt ha burg, Illinois 

(Rowold's handwriting below that) 

Bought 1080 pieces - $3.00 


Kewanee 


September 21, 19li3 
Dear Hr. Rowold: 

inclosed please find two tokens as asked for in your recent letter. One token was used 
by the State of Illinois and the other one is one that was used by the Chamber of Coranerce 
on promotional work some years ago. 

We regret we cannot send you a larger supply, but the two that we are enclosing are the 
last that we have on hand. 

Yours very truly, 

Howard D. Jehu 
Secretary 

Kewanee Chamber of Commerce 
Kewanee, Illinois 

Mattoon 


September 2b, 19l»3 
Dear Sir: 

We have been unable to locate any of tho tokens which wore used in Kattoon a number of 
years ago. Ue did have quite a supply of them but as we remember the case, they were 
•urchased by some one about a year ago. 

If we hear of any in circulation, we shall be glad to lot you know. 

Very Truly Yours, 

C.G. Phipps 
Managing Secretary 
Association of Commerce 
Mattoon, Illinois 



Monmouth 


(typed at the bottom of one of Rowold's letters) 

Dear Mr. P.owold: 

I am sorry that I have been unable to answer your letter until now. 1 have a system of 
answering promptly all inquiries that take the trouble to enclose postage. Those that do 
not enclose postage must wait until I have the time. I figure they must be in no hurry. 
It might be well to keep this in mind when writing to other cities. 

I am very sorry that we do not have any of the tokens. The only ones that are to be had 
are in the hands of collectors, and they will not give then up. 

Yours very truly. 

Erne8t P. Roal, Secy. 

Association of Commerce 
Monmouth, Illinois 


Mt. Olive 

November 16, 191:3 
Dear Sir: 

Received your kind letters and check, and I have been continuously trying to get your 
tokens. So far I have been unable to find any of these tokens. Should * fail to collect 
a sufficient amount to make it worth your check, I will return it together with what I 
am able to accumulate. 

It has been about eight years since we discontinued using tokens, and it seems that nobody 
can find any, although they surely have some. Hoping to be able to comply with your 
wishes as 30on as possible. 

Sincerely yours. 

Reinhold fdoss. Secretary 
Commercial Club of Mount Olive 
Mount Olive, Illinois 


New Boston 

Nov ember 6, 191:3 
Sir: 

There should be more of the tokens around town but these are all 1 have found so far. 

Very Truly Yours, 

R. Glenn Greer 
New Boston, Illinois 

(Rowold's pencilled notes) 

11/9: about 70. SI.00 check. 


Paris 


September 29, 191:3 
Dear Sir: 

I'm sending the tokens to you today by parcel post. They were counted hurriedly when I 
wrote you before. Hope they do not fall short of estimate - 


(Rowold's note) 


892 piece*-. 


Very truly yours 

Jess Harris, Sec. 

Paris Chamber of Commerce 
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?j)ck Island 

October 22, 19U3 
DBar Mr. Rcwold: 

The old adage, "It never raina but it pours", holds true as far as the tokens you wrote 
about. Almost at the same time that we were in correspondence with you, a local collec¬ 
tor cane in and indicated his interest in the tokens. Naturally we prefer to let him have 
them if he wants them. 

Undoubtedly we could send you a few of each kind for almost any price you would wish to 
pay, but v;e will not send the total supply to you. 

Very Truly Yours, 

W. Lloyd Keepers, Managing Secretary 
Rock Island Chamber of Connsrce 

(Rowold's notes) Bought 100 brass, 100 alum, a few thin, ll/l« Another 100 each on 12/10. 

Rd 3 grille 

January 22, 19 U: 

Sir: 

I am enclosing six Rossville tokens and one frcm Hoopeston. This was all that I could 
find among the business firms of this city. 

Yours truly 
W.L. Freese 

Rossville Commorcial dub 

Toulon 

September 21, 19li3 
Dear Sir: 

Find enclosed two tax tokens that you requested in letter of Sept. 10th. 

Resp. 

Bert Churchill. 

Toulon Civic Club 

Wyoming 

December 2, 191:3 
Osar Sir: 

I was finally able to secure one of the Wyoming tokens you asked for some time ago. I 
made the inquiry but no one seemed to have any, then finally one day one of the older mem - 
bars 3 aid he thought he had some and would look them up. But he could only find one and 
he wanted to keep that one himself, but finally decided he would part with it as it may 
help make up a collection, and due to the fact I couldn't get any. 

I hope this is what you wanted and will be worth the while. 

Yours truly, 

Marvin Flahrer, Pres. 

Wyoming Community Club 

(NEXT ISSUE: two lengthy and detailed letters from the State of Illinois, Department of 
Revenue discussing the laws and circumstances of the issuing of the Re¬ 
tailer's Occupation Tokens of Mills) 
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STATU OF COLORADO 

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND TAXATION 
SALES TAX DIVISION 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 
Modifications Effective September 1, 193!? 


(ED: this wa3 sent in by a member whose name I have misplaced. Please let me know and I 
will give him credit in the next newsletter. The material is slightly abridged.) 

Methods of Collection 

min Ij2. Every retailer, or vendor, who is required under the Act to remit taxes to the 
State iroasurer shall assess and collect a tax equivalent to two per cent (2 %) excise tax 
on all retail 3ales. 

To facilitate computation of the tax, the Treasurer has authorized tokens in the value of 
one-fifth (1/5) of a cont; such tokens to be issued by the State Treasurer to the Retailer 
at their face value and in turn to be issued by the Retailer to the consumer at face value. 

Requisitions for Sales Tax Tokens will be honored only when presented by licensed retailers 
and vendors at the offices of the Salos Tax Division, Department of Finance and Taxation, 
Suite Uj, State Caoitol Building, Denver, Colorado. These tokons are being loaned by the 
State Treasurer to licensed retailers and vendors and not being sold. All requisitions for 
tokens shall be in quantities of five hundrod ( 500 ) or multiples thereof and shall be ac¬ 
companied by cash, or the equivalent thereof, in the form of certified checks, bank drafts. 
United States Postal Money Orders or Express Money Orders, etc. 

Under no circumstances will such tokens be accepted as tax remittances to the State Treas¬ 
urer. 

Tokens will be returnable to the State Treasurer only when presented by a licensed retailer 
or vendor, in quantities of not less than five hundrod ( 500 ) or multiples thereof. 

Where a consumer's tax on his credit account includes a fraction of a cent, the following 
schedule will apply: 

If under one-half cent (^), disregard fraction. 

If one-half cent (i*) or over, add one cent (1$). 

Any attempt to counterfeit or make illegal use of these tokens will promptly subject the 
guilty person to prosecution under the criminal code of the State of Colorado. 

The following schedule is designed to apply the exact two per cent (2%) tax, or the average 
equivalent thereof: 


AMOUNT OF SALE 

TAX 

AMOUNT OF SALE 

TAX 

IN CENTS 


IN DOLLARS 


1# to 5 t 

0 

$1.00 

0.02 

6* to 1L* 

1 token 

2.00 

O.Oli 

15* to 2L* 

2 tokens 

3.00 

0.06 


and higher salos proportionately. 

Instructions 


The e-'foctive date for use of Sales Tax Tokens, under the terms and provisions of Revised 
,-cule ):2, is September 1, 1935. Tokens will be supplied to retailers for convenience be¬ 
fore that date, but any use of them prior to the effective date in connection with sale3 
tax will bo illegal. 


The manufacturer ha 3 promised completion of deliveries of tokens by August 20, 1935. ?•<*- 

tailors and vendora are invited to forward requisitions for their requirements of tokens 
on or before August 20, 1935, together with remittances covering total face value of quan¬ 
tities requisitioned. Please note the fora in which reni,tance3 are required, as uncerti¬ 
fied personal chocks will not be accepted and shiment of tokens will bo corrospondU^gly 
delayed. 


Upon acceptance of requisitions by the Treasurer, deliveries will be made to -c.nvor appli¬ 
cants upon their order, and retailors residing outside of Denver will receivo their tokens 


by prepaid mail. 


Chas. I!. Armstrong, State Treasurer 


, Director 


William C. i'rescout; 
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H33ERS* TOKEN COI.TEST 3fTPJES 

These entries are the last ones to be published for the members' token contest. After this 
issue the entries will be sent to the ATTS Board of Directors for judging. If mw.bers wish 
to submit an entry, send it to the Editorial Office, P.O.Box I 1 O 888 , San Francisco, Ca 9ullt0 
before New Year's. Winnors will be announced in the Jan-Fob or Karch-April issues. 

#5 Joe Schmidt, Bensenville, Illinois 



#6 El Hubbard, San Jose, California #1 Duane H. Feisel, Los Altos, California 



J ty.iVUt li'» cj ». * «_ 

X- If* f iVu c, 
/ i >->• «■ w te I 

»vk */ 1 

t"*'*/ tlV . 
n»'j .(/• c » 





i £«*— -4— 


DUANF H. FFfSF.L 
P. O. Box H02 
Lot Altos, CA W022 


^3)0 M'T t-0ft<s-£ r TO 
V 0 T£ ! 

CHECK THE BALLOT £AJCLCl£p A»b 
_ HAIL it TO c. CARTER > 7 21 6-L6A/Ct£ t CO 
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AWARDS GIVEN 

Awards Chairman Jerry Bates announces that 
several ATTS members have earned awards for 
displaying Sales Tax Tokens at meetings, 
shows, conventions, etc. They are: 

Larry Warner - 1 Award 

Jerry Schirmel - 2 

Glyn Farber - 6 (and more to come) 

Jerry Bates - 15 

Ary ATTS member can earn a ribbon fbr dis¬ 
playing Sales Tax Tokens at any kind of 
show. You do not need to '‘win" at the 
particular show, merely set up a display. 

In order to get your ribbon, get an appli¬ 
cation from the ATTS Awards Chairman, 

P,0. Bax 777, St, Charles, HO 63301, or 
from this Editorial Office, 


TOKEN TIDBITS 

K.V. Ashton, #156 reports a new find in 
the cardboard Illinois Provisionals from 
Canton: 

White cardboard, 25m square 
0: W HARTSTIRNS 
Ri (blank) 

He believes that this firm was a bakery. 
The Canton cardboards are among the rarest 
of all Sales Tax Tokens. 

* * * 

Frank Elan, Harvey, Illinois reports a 
variety of Mercer County, Type I has the 
fraction line in Jc pointing to the left 
side of the "S" in"Sales", Type II has 
the fraction line pointing to the right 
side of the "E" in "Sales." 

* * * 

Duane Feisel, #120, has a San Francisco 
merchant's token in his collection for 

Brass, 21m, 

0: ATHENS BILLIARD PARLOR/330/ 
THIRD ST. 

R: GOOD FOR/ i$/ IN TRADE 

Any guesses as to how it was used? It was 
not used for Sales tax, for certain. 


BACK ISSUES 

There are a number of back issues still 
available to ATTS members for 10$ each. 
Volume 1: #1, 3, li’, 5>, 6. 

Volume 27 #3&1|, 5, 6 
Volume 3: #1, 2, 3&ii. 5, 6 
Volume h~ #1, 2, 3, U 

Also tho index to Vols. 1 & 2 free. 
Add 25$ for postage. (New members 
should get all issues for the year 
of their Joining free). 

Available at the Editorial Office, PO Box 
k0888, San Francisco, CA 9lilli0. 


MESSRS' LETTERS 

Lear Jerry: 

In ny humble opinion I think you should con¬ 
tinue as newsletter Editor due to your fine 
articles and composition of the newsletter. 

I also believe a C1.00 per yoar additional 
membership dues should be levied to provide 
a year long ad ir. Coin World or TAMS Journal, 
thereby actively seeking new members. 

Good health, 

Joe Schmidt /rl6k 
Bensenville, Ill. 

Dear Jerry: 

The newsletters were great. There are 9 ome 
very good articles in all. Thanks for the 
3 pot on the ATTS Library. 

Glyn Farber #15 
ATTS Librarian 
1618-15th Street 
Lake Charles, 

LA 70601 

ED- ecrio member mentioned that he wanted 
research material on Illinois tokens. Glyn 
has quite a bit of stuff on file. Check it 
out. 

Dear Jerry: 

Sure do hope that you are able to find some 
help from the ATTS membership. No matter 
what you do, and how well it is done, it 
is a thankless job and someone is always 
ready to criticize. I know — I do a lot, 
and can't do everything, but then thero are 
those who complain because somo things don't 
get done to their liking on their time table l 

Regards, 

Duane Feisel #120 
Los Altos, California 


— ~ " " — 

(send in your free ad) 

New manber needs maty Sales Tax Tokens. 

Mostly Illinois Provisionals, also others. 
Please send your list. Gordon Fitzgerald, 
15530 LaMarsh Street, Mission Hills, CA 
91310. 

Check list nn5~Guido To Sales Tax Tokens, 

3 rd edition, Is still available to AffS mem- 
bera for 50$. Written by Emil DiBella. Co¬ 
vers whole STT collecting field although has 
no numbers or prices. ATTS Editorial Office, 

FOB [>0888, San Francisco. CA 9dll-0 _ 

Will trade Illinois rrovasionals for foreign 
merchant tokens (no game counters or medals). 
Also have other stuff to swap. J. Schiranel, 
FOB 140886, San Francisco, CA 9ULbO. _ 


WHAT IS IT? Jerry Bates reports that mavo- 
ncK #3 (nay-June »7li issue) is for the new 
St. Louis City Jail. MSI ■ Medium Security 
Institute. "Bob is thinking of the State Pen 
at Jeff City." 



